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An estimation of operational characteristics for a three-row, five-column
Japanese single-handed keyboard that uses a combination of Roman characters
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Abstract

An effective single-handed Japanese input keyboard is needed for portable information
devices. This paper evaluates a theoretical device with software that automatically
selects characters and has the operational characteristics of the key layout of a
single-handed keyboard with 15 keys, arranged in 3 rows and 5 columns, using 30
characters comprised of 5 vowels, 14 consonants, 9 mixed vowels, 1 comma,
and 1 period.

Our evaluation determined that such a 30-character key layout could reduce the
number of key strokes by approximately 10 percent as compared with standard
character keys. The usage ratio for each finger and the key rows for inputting Japanese
data are balanced, and the same finger typing sequence ratio is lowered by 4 percent.
A typing experiment, which situated each hand on home row keys and measured fingers
on 11 subjects, has demonstrated that mutual key input time is faster than that of same
key typing. Additionally, in an experiment where a skilled subject was trained to input
using the above-described 30-characters keyboard, their key input speed reached 200
strokes per minute with an error ratio of only 2 percent after 7 hours and 100
repetitions.  Therefore, it has been confirmed that a 15-key keyboard using 30
characters reveals user-friendly characteristics, assuming that the software can

automatically select characters.
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o AEE i | EHE— | ME—
H/uu M/ai R/ou Wi, . el
Y/u K/a Slo TA N/e
B/un G/an Z/on D/in Pl/en

1—1 AAIA L
R/P N/M u/un elen ailei
T/D K/G 1/in a/an o/on
H/B SIZ Y/'W ou/uu NIV
1—3 #fd4IB 1
N/un S/in D/u Zla W/ai
T/an K/en Y/o GA M/ou
H/on Riuu Ble Plei NS
1—-5 EJ4IC1
elei/en | alai/an T N H/M
i/in o/lou/on Y/R K S
VAN wuwun | W/D B/G P/Z

1—7 EAID1

B1 FFEIRSHNF—HR—FDF—ESIE

Fig. 1 Examples of single—handed keyboard layouts formatted in 3 rows by 5 columns.

Single Hand SKY TOUCH

AZEHE —rhiE— |5 [—/ME-
N S M/ A D z
T/e K/u Y/i G/a W/o
H R B P o
1—2 E&SIAO
N S D/u P/e B/A
T K Yi Z/a G/o
H R M w NS
1—4 K4IBO
N S Dhu Zla Wi A
T K Y/o GA M
H R Ble P YA
1—6 EAICO
e u N/P H/B M
i a K/G SI7Z T/D
h 0 Y/W R YA
1—8 HAIDO
“11-




 TREE(E) 34—, F 3R

12 0453

OO - - BN

e B P AEE AELE ik i Efe s

I HF X TG =SS TLET.

TO9S L%
TLET,

2 R FFFROBR— LB —F T AR BSOS R

Fig. 2 Display image of finger positioning in the home row key input experiment.
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Single Hand SKY TOUCH

(a2) EF B DOBERE R S

0.9 *
0 .5 [ [ 1T ] s Ll #u LT [ ]
R—LERDASDF Z3T1TA R—LEEDIKL; 4T TA
08 S5 — 0.7
0.7 06
06 05 *
05 0.4 ]
LY < DD L
2 2
@ 03 B 02 KK
& AA ot
F o2 55 e oA F o1 KL
0.1 * 0
0 FA’, 0.1 K_é It ‘
01 SA 0.2 ' ® |
0.2 03
L 3 S oL
-0.3 -0.4
-02 -0.1 0 0.1 02 03 ,L04 _05 06 07 08 09 1 -04 -03 -02 -01 O 01 O, 3 04 05 06 07 08 09
#i'm 7 &18%
(al) EFHEOX—HINH (b 1) BFIHDF—RISHT
2 2
‘ ‘ . ® p8
* n3 *&Eﬁ% 11%(01 ~ DII) pil *&Eﬁ% 11$(p1 ~ D]])
1 ® 6 1 & p4 pIL
® 09
® 9 P
= E p5 @ p3
- * 2 2 o *
& p5 * @ pa 7S] @ p1
* F
® pl
-1 L J 1 L) ® p7
< @ p1d
pl0
* p7 ¢ p6
2 2
-15 -1 -05 O g 05 1 15 2 -2 -1 0 w1mF 1 3

H3 AFFEOR—LERF—ITITARBORFIH(ERS, R4LY)

(b2) & FIEDWERE B DT

Fig. 3 Factor analysis of each single-handed home row key input time, using Tables 3 and 4.

-13-



(a) AJJ3C(110 )
NELICALZDLERWORAALEIICORDBDLDIE, ZL<bSNTTFALL ) ThHD,
20, WITADOEBERI HWTOTFAAANDEI ZSEI LI ETHE IR HSWVITiE-
TALTIE, AALY Ly EDOXZATAVICELL Z LIZR 5,

VE R AR o — i,

(b) F—#fE (168 # v F)
R/e/K/i/S/i/N/in/S/i/K/i/N/o/T/i/G/ai/G/a/R/on/S/ou/N/i/T/u/N/a/G/a/R/u/N/o/H/a/
,/G/o/K/u/a/R/i/H/u/R/e/T/a/G/en/S/Y/ou/D/e/a/R/u/. /D/a/G/a/, /i/K/en/N/o/T/i/G/a
/u/ai/T/e/N/o/G/en/R/on/K/a/T/u/D/ou/W/o/H/uu/z/i/Y/ou/T/0/S/u/R/u/Y/ou/N/a/K/ou
/1/N/i/H/a/T/T/en/S/i/T/e/H/a/, M/in/S/Y/u/S/Y/u/G/i/N/o/K/i/H/on/G/en/R/1/N/1/S
/o/M/u/K/u/K/0/T/0/N/i/N/a/R/u/.

EFY 7 MEERLTANT %,

B4 HRRFESEERIF O AT S L —HdE

Fig. 4 Input text and key operation as performed in training experiment.

Single Hand SKY TOUCH -14-



VBXR— AN T B/ %> F)

5.0
3.0 \ PR 114
S~ [F]— (2 4) Dk v R LA )
2.0 T =0.1+2.7N0-572
r?=0.973
1.0 N
0.5 g -
\\.
0.2
0.1
20 50 200
1 10 100
FERIES N (8
5 BUHIB 11Tk 5B ARHEMERE 14)
Fig. 5 Training curve using key layout B1 in Fig. 1 on one subject.
Single Hand SKY TOUCH -15-



= 1

T —R2ABLUBDO ST

Table 1 Analyses of Japanese character data A and B for key layout evaluation.

T 200 ADBET—4H
S5 s =% i Oy = | N ~3E *E‘SXPH =
”E%ﬁ**% l£$tt$ /J\f-d:tt$ EE)"EL‘.J—:_'\J:[Z %ﬁi@"? %%/J‘tw/x\b )\ijJ\fd: f'fﬁ}-\jji EEEH:;?: Fﬁ%‘:‘_
(%) (%) F o, =
@ RFEFEER 26(#R)
i} . oo~ EE 18
T —42A @ #3 — 43.0 478 5.1 4.1 77222 97122 | 104225 | 155482 1.49
@ BRFEtH 25
@ BEREM 23
O ANEERHEGETHRE) 61
FHfliT—4B | @ @R EE A FHHE) 24 28.0 63.0 6.6 2.4 78134 89284 | 96331 | 151720 157
@ YYLEFLY 5
Single Hand SKY TOUCH -16-




&2 HITRT F—EIIDEERE

Table 2 Key layout characteristics of single—handed keyboard layouts in Fig. 1.

(%)
& F—ERDFERAZE 1 FEDFERZE 1 — AEEL
wns  |BEETHEAXFO| D g | IRIEED (BT | s
ATRIE | AR | kR |h—LB| TR AEE | i | | M | o |REOD) AE
5 &
Al 206| 62| 112|414 237| 196|135 100] 446| 268
A1 AEE A X1—1
this Bl 199| 693 o5 306| 234| 214| 144 105| 447 258
i A 192 697 93| 456| 204| 162 160 11| 541 253
AO 1N ®1-2
B| 202| es5| to1| 443| 197 80| 169 113| 540 252
Al 215 419  226| 430 201 196 153 100 825 40
i B| 277 s04| 207| 429 189| 210 160 105| 823 45
R<TH
= Al 324|541 116 207 283 207 194 11| 570 9.1
BO ®1-4
Bl 311 540 138| s00| 270 222] 197 13| 573|102
Al se5| 4aa7| 1e7|  s73| 254 235] 117 100] 19| 150
C1 H ®1-5
this B| 374| 440| 174| 353 267 245 122 105 610 142
ESE Al a02| 429 15.1 297| 328| 267 9.0 11|  570| 173
co i ®1-6
Bl 400| 427] 161 300 314 271 10.4 13| 573 1641
Al se6| 424 189] s00| 176| 173 131 100] 871 70
D1 =] ®1-7
jom B| 403 03| 182 517 182 54| 135 105| 873 8.8
=]
Al 264 473 244 528 194| 137|123 11| 791 14.4
DO ®1-8
Bl 262| 481 245| 520 175 136|159 13| 827 121

*1 BYEEBDEBZEBLTLVELV =8, 100% £S5 .

Single Hand SKY TOUCH

*2 F1DHEAERIZAV., BT —2AANFEZ100£T 5.
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£3 AFBHEOR—LERF—OFHITITARRBEHERE114)

Table 3 Average home row key input times for individual fingers in single-handed keyboarding on 11 subjects.

(a) EFHROTFHF—ITHARE 7))

HERE FF FD FS FA DD DS DA Ss SA AA  |emmas
pi 0.191 0.121 0.133 0.130 0.170 0.145 0.159 0.186 0.166 0.212 1612
p2 0.203 0.141 0.135 0.134 0.176 0.146 0.177 0.211 0.200 0.173 1695
p3 0.219 0.207 0.111 0.119 0.163 0.215 0.208 0.207 0.131 0.169 1747
p4 0.203 0.139 0.123 0.136 0.189 0.139 0.148 0.219 0.186 0.273 1 755
p5 0.188 0.237 0.130 0.126 0.177 0.199 0.213 0.180 0.165 0.186 1 800
p6 0.209 0.159 0.140 0.148 0.202 0.160 0.197 0.237 0.177 0.236 1 863
p7 0.173 0.242 0.233 0.156 0.165 0.241 0.248 0.167 0.251 0.189 2064
p8 0.191 0.296 0.205 0.213 0.207 0.136 0.249 0.179 0.211 0.227 2113
p9 0.212 0.190 0.206 0.232 0.211 0.223 0.250 0.220 0.264 0.211 2217
p10 0.178 0.229 0.277 0.279 0.151 0.244 0.296 0.167 0.298 0.172 2290
pl1 0.230 0.232 0.246 0.280 0.213 0.254 0.327 0.227 0.344 0.267 2619

F{E 0.200 0.199 0.176 0.177 0.184 0.191 0.224 0.200 0.217 0.210 -

ZEFZE|l 0017 0.052 0.056 0.059 0.021 0.044 0.053 0.024 0.062 0.035 -
(b) BFEOFHF—ITITARM @)

HERE JJ JK JL J; KK KL K; LL L; EHBAISE
pi 0.176 0.130 0.111 0.126 0.158 0.152 0.154 0.172 0.195 0.195 1 569
p2 0.174 0.192 0.105 0.162 0.151 0.187 0.218 0.164 0.181 0.156 1690
p3 0.217 0.158 0.132 0.139 0.174 0.170 0.184 0.175 0.172 0.218 1737
p4 0.209 0.133 0.125 0.152 0.191 0.136 0.155 0.225 0.175 0.238 1 738
p5 0.206 0.182 0.131 0.127 0.166 0.216 0.175 0.204 0.147 0.192 1 745
p6 0.158 0.148 0.173 0.156 0.167 0.211 0.187 0.162 0.219 0.184 1764
p7 0.149 0.195 0.198 0.217 0.153 0.171 0.226 0.159 0.224 0.170 1 861
p8 0.241 0.225 0.191 0.105 0.155 0.220 0.211 0.231 0.135 0.194 1 907
p9 0.186 0.226 0.226 0.245 0.150 0.221 0.222 0.169 0.279 0.154 2076
p10 0.154 0.181 0.332 0.221 0.183 0.219 0.249 0.170 0.292 0.165 2164
pl1 0.218 0.228 0.213 0.236 0.203 0.235 0.249 0.225 0.251 0.227 2284

FH{E 0.190 0.181 0.176 0.171 0.168 0.194 0.202 0.187 0.206 0.190 -

ZEFE] 0029 0.034 0.064 0.047 0.017 0.031 0.032 0.027 0.049 0.027 -
Single Hand SKY TOUCH -18-



K 4 R —LERF—ATFARRBOREF I HT(EHRERE1148)

Table 4 Factor analyses of home row key input times for individual fingers in single—handed keyboarding on 11 subjects.

(a) EFHEITTARRD ST

(b) BFEITIFARRD DT

= HAFamE

& F1 &-f2 &-£3 &F4 & F5
FF 0.014 0.932 0.264 | —0.030 0.015
FD 0.369 | -0.217 | -0.005 0.884 0.033
FS 0.934 | -0.271 0.032 0.202 0.030
FA 0.939 0.056 0.166 0.168 | -0.181
DD 0.116 0.403 0.835 0.178 | -0.073
DS 0.691 0.158 | -0.376 0.235 0.444
DA 0.869 0.096 | —0.039 0.470 0.104
SS -0.101 0.816 0434 | -0.306 0.035
SA 0.962 | -0.014 0.198 0.009 0.114
AA 0.089 0.230 0.787 | -0.120 | -0.015

5 3(%) 43.4 203 19.0 135 28

Single Hand SKY TOUCH

- HFaEE

& F1 &-f2 &3 &F4 &5
JJ -0.316 0.885 0.187 0.107 0.042
JK 0.291 0.380 | -0.296 0.501 0.655
JL 0.561 | —0.106 0.071 0.376 0.271
J; 0.908 | -0.180 0.056 0.123 0.347
KK 0.220 0.202 0.949 0.031 | -0.005
KL 0.182 0.099 | -0.044 0.923 0.277
K; 0453 | -0098 | -0.010 0.392 0.758
LL -0.192 0.848 0.392 0.091 0.041
L; 0.869 | —0.345 0.066 0.180 0.095

-0.183 0.512 0719 | -0.252 | -0.205

5 3(%) 24.9 21.8 175 15.6 13.6
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x5 F—EIBIIEITEEF—OERARGHET —2ADEE)

Table 5 Usage ratio of keys on the B1 key layout in Fig. 1 using Japanese data A.

ANEE g ig Mg F—ERfERAE

R / P N /M u /  un e / en ai / ei

39 / 03 54 / 24 66 / 0.2 3.7 / 1.2 22 / 1.6

T / D K / G i / in a / an 0 /  on R—LE
66 / 22 86 / 24 74 /0.9 10 /0.9 85 / 04

H / B S / Z Y /W ou /  uu . / o

26 / 09 59 / 1.8 36 / 14 32 / 06 14 / 1.2
131 / 34 199 / 66 176 / 25 169 / 2.7 121 / 3.2

43.0 20.1 19. 6 15.3

Single Hand SKY TOUCH



£6 F—EH(BIIHEITIAFHEROITFARGHET —2ADSE)

Table 6 Finger—to—finger sequence ratios on the key layout B1 in Fig. 1 using Japanese data A.

(%)

= 2
2 AEf5 s 28 AN HHEES a5t
e 1.1 16.1 15.5 10.4 0.1 432
g 12.1 1.9 3.2 2.7 0.3 20.2
i 16.1 1.0 0.5 1.5 0.5 19.6
Mg 12.3 1.1 0.3 0.7 05 14.9
RS 1.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.7 2.1
&t 427 20.2 19.6 15.4 2.1 100

Single Hand SKY TOUCH
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fT3&1

SHET — 1= £ HAKD K FIR5TIES LUMPF—HR—F ORI

Annexed Table 1 Key layout characteristics for previously released single—handed keyboards using Japanese data A and B.

(%)

" F—ROERAE 1 RO ERAE +1 »
F—K—F 78R ®ne | 7 E ity @E% FIEITSR %
D kB |h—sEg| FE | TR | ASE | b | EE | s 2 ﬁﬁﬁgfﬁ ®
4 =
A 268 | 464| 251 - 48.1 176| 186| 140 121 729|125 |gamovs
DcuTH= BEOXFEXF—FIT
B 273| 460| 257 - 473| 163] 192| 161 124 757|106 |TTELTHEA
355+ —R—F
A 277| s514| 190| - 467 | 243| 262 43 107 536| 290 e
R Bh7)8
@sHKI T BlEEDY
B 279| 531 178 - 478 | 246| 255 34 11| s22| 313
A 289 | 213| 261| 201| 346| 318| 301| - 126] 380| 363 100
. ih4),14
DCUTAR ‘O—<YFAAN
B 279 | 214| 247| 223| 340| 309| 314| - 131 381| 351
A 483| 298 87| 119| 328| 456| 202| - 147) 456|351 |y a0
@25yF AR SOEREML AMEXFE
B 456 | 327 9.1 18| 366| 437| 188| - 140| 491 | 345 |AFUITAR
Mo —R—
T 408| 314| 193 74| 365| 406| 308 173|807 T3 e e
. . 8 TRYHT
37.7] 359| 195 61| 424| 353 326 183| 824
A 394 | 247| 132 202| 300| 332| 340| - 5| 420|310 |vmia0@@
@T9A= HEXFDIEEEAAL,
Ay TSR 3
B 353| 277| 149| 204| 330| 209| 353| - 74| a3e| 817 |/7FITTTHBEETH

* EHMEEDEBEEEBLTULVEL =60, 100% 550N .

Single Hand SKY TOUCH

*2 H1DESEINZERL., FHET—2AA IEE100£T 5.
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